
May, 2024 
Helping People.  Changing Lives.                                                                                             

Serving Eastern Oklahoma Since 1968 
 

     Since its creation in 1964, Community Ac-
tion has responded to local needs in every cor-
ner of America and helped make America a 
better place to live. Community Action Agen-
cies (CAAs) have never been tested more than 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

     As the startling events and crises of 2020 
recede from the foreground, Community Ac-
tion is presented with a significant milestone: 
the 60th anniversary of the Economic Oppor-
tunity Act, the federal legislation that created 
Community Action. In so many ways, this mo-

ment demands doing more than observing or commemorating the 60th anniversary of Community 
Action. KI BOIS Community Action is marking it’s own 56th anniversary.  The Network is continually 
turning it’s attention to what comes next.  Community Action month allows us to share what our 
agency does and showcase our programs.  It allows us to: 

 Strengthen the Network’s capacity to effectively advance social and economic mobility for all peo-
ple in America and propel Community Action into a new era responsive to future challenges and 
opportunities. 

 Use the anniversary to create new opportunities to raise awareness of Community Action’s role 
and impact at the national, state, and local levels. 

 Create safe spaces in the Network and local communities for listening and dialogue about Com-
munity Action’s role and vision for a more equitable society. 

 Ignite passion and commitment among new staff and invigorate seasoned Community Action 
staff, board, and volunteers. Through reflection, recognition, celebration, and fun, energize Com-
munity Action customers, staff, boards, volunteers, and partners to meet future challenges. 

     From the beginning, Community Action’s mission has extended well beyond supporting individuals 
and families. Community Action plays an indispensable role in mitigating the economic and social forc-
es that cause or worsen the conditions of poverty and identifying solutions that improve entire com-
munities by serving the best interests of people experiencing poverty. 

     During Community Action Month, we reflect on the impact that KI BOIS and our network has had 
on families,” said Carroll Huggins, Executive Director/CEO of KI BOIS. “Over the past 56 years, we have 
served thousands of low-income families with immediately needed services such as shelter and food 
and strived to provide long-term solutions.  We are proud of our communities’ participation in the 
development and oversight of our programs.   Their engagement helps us to be more effective in our 
approach by determining what families in our service area needs.”  
 

Unfortunately, many Americans live on the outskirts of hope–some because of their poverty, and some because 
of their color, and all too many because of both. Our task is to help replace their despair with opportunity. 

This Administration today, here and now, declares unconditional war on poverty, in America. I urge this Con-
gress and all Americans to join with me in that effort. 

It will not be a short or easy struggle, no single weapon or strategy will suffice, but we shall not rest until that 
war is won. The richest Nation on earth can afford to win it. We cannot afford to lose it. 

      President Lyndon B. Johnson 

      State of the Union, January 8, 1964 
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     May 2024 is National Community Action Month.  Over 1,000 
Community Action Agencies are celebrating the 60th Anniversary of 
Community Action.  KI BOIS Community Action staff will be cele-
brating with events at each of our County Offices. 
     We are following closely both the federal and state legislation 
that will determine the funding of our Community Action programs for the coming 
year.   At this time it appears that our federal funding will remain flat until congress 
and the President can agree on a budget which will probably be in September 2024 
We remain hopeful that our programs will receive increases in the new federal budg-
et.  Due to revenue increases in the State of Oklahoma we are also expecting an in-
crease in our State funding. 
     Our KATS program is currently hiring drivers.  We are also needing employees in 
our DD, Advantage, and SSVF programs.  We are also advertising for staffing of our 
new Work Ready Program in Poteau. 
     SSVF continues to reach homeless veterans across Oklahoma.  SSVF continues to 
make a difference with at risk veterans in Oklahoma. 
     Thank you for your support of the much needed social programs we operate!  Have 
a great summer! 
                                                                                       
         R. Carroll Huggins, CCAP  
                 Executive Director / CEO   

 

 

May 12:  Mother’s Day 

May 23:  KI BOIS Board meeting - 3:00 p.m. 

May 27:  Memorial Day 

  Happy Birthday Carroll Huggins!!! 

#kibois   #BeCommunityAction   #CommunityActionWorks  #60YearsStrong   

What has Community Action’s 60-year legacy meant for American families? 

* Stable housing   * Food on the table   * Affordable heat and energy 

* High-quality early childhood education   * Financial empowerment   * Better jobs 
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This article about the 
PICK project in Oklaho-
ma was featured in the 
2024 Transportation in 
Oklahoma Annual Re-
port.  KATS administers 
this program in several 
communities. 
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The Oklahoma Community Action Network made a strong 
presence at the Region VI Conference held in Santa Fe, 
New Mexico April 2-4.   Can you find the five KI BOIS staff 
members who attended? 

Megan Reames and Kandy Abreo represented 
KI BOIS at the KEDDO Senior Fair at the 
McAlester Expo on April 19th. 

Haskell County - 4th Wednesday 

Latimer County - 4th Monday 

LeFlore County - 4th Thursday 

Royce Alverson, Doylene Knowlton, Blake Smith, Jan Garner and 
Carroll Huggins attended the OKACAA Spring Conference in Okla-
homa City on April 24-25.  This was a hybrid conference, and 
several staff attended virtually. 



KI BOIS NEWS Page 5 

 

Clockwise from top left:  Poteau 
Office gets into the groove.  Cen-
tral Office staff sporting their cool 
eclipse glasses.  They made the 
front page of the Stigler News-
Sentinel.  McAlester office staff 
looking south.  KATS Administra-
tion staff and drivers are checking 
things out, except for Charla… 
she’s posing for the picture.  It’s a 
bird!  It’s a plane!  Nope, it’s 
Doylene, Jeremy & Jan and they 
are star-struck. 

Clockwise from top left:  KI 
BOIS Administration has 
spotted something in the sky.  
Tammy Randazzo must think 
it’s nap time.  SSVF staff are 
enjoying this great event in 
Broken Bow.  McAlester staff 
are mesmerized by the eclipse.  
Sharron Hammers and Saman-
tha Robertson give a thumbs 
up! 

 



All employment opportunities are posted on our website, www.kibois.org.  These positions are open to 
KI BOIS Community Action Foundation Staff as well as to the public.  (ALL POSITIONS SUBJECT 

TO CONTINUED PROJECT FUNDING.)  Deadline for all 
openings: Until Filled.   Current employees – please submit a 
letter of interest to Human Resources. 

 Applications may be picked up at any KI BOIS Community 
Action Foundation, Inc. office or printed from the website, 
www.kibois.org.  Applications should be returned to:    

KI BOIS Community Action Foundation, Inc.                                                                                    
P. O. Box 727, Stigler, OK  74462                                                                                            

Attention: Human Resources   
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http://www.kibois.org

